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A Study Session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held at the Community Center, 2456 

Pontiac Dr., on Tuesday, November 23, 2021, called to order at 6:01 p.m. Mayor Clarke 

presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present: Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 

Absent:  None 

Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 

 

 Approval of Agenda 

 

Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 

Yes: All  

No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

Meeting Open to the Public 
 

Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. There were two guests at the meeting. 

 

There were no comments. Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 

 
 

Marijuana Establishments  O-011-21 

 

Attorney Schultz stated a document was provided to Council with discussion points for a 

marijuana ordinance. He stated this discussion starts with do you want to opt-in or out. Does 

City Council want a draft ordinance to start discussing with residents? He reminded them they 

don’t have to. No one can sue the city for not having an ordinance. What they can do is what 

they have been doing. They get the signatures to put something on the ballot and see if it passes. 

Sylvan will always be a target community because they only need a small number of signatures.  

 

Clarke feels they have been discussing this and he would like to discuss each point. He would 

like to move forward with medical only for right now. The downside is community benefits. 

Attorney Schultz informed them to keep in mind that limiting to medical may not last. 

Legislatures have introduced a bill to combine the medical and recreational marijuana. 

 

Segal asked what happens if they don’t adopt an ordinance and it is placed on the ballot and 

passes. Now they kind of have an idea what they want to do or are they subject to whatever is 

put on the ballot? Attorney Schultz explained mostly you are subject to whatever it put on the 

ballot. Under the recreational statue someone can do an initiative and state the number of 
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facilities allowed and then council can do an ordinance set the regulations to go with it. Under 

the “home rule city” someone can do a referendum for a marijuana ordinance. Then you would 

have no control. A third way is they propose to amend the city charter to create this marijuana 

department. The question is do you want to pre-empt that and do your own? Segal questioned if 

the city adopts an ordinance and a ballot initiative passes on the ballot, does that over-ride the 

city’s ordinance. Attorney Schultz explained because the city is a “home rule city” it can. Clarke 

feels if they adopt an ordinance, it will be harder to get a ballot initiative passed. He would like 

to have a special use requirement. If they did this can a ballot initiative override that? Schultz 

explained if the city is going to do an ordinance, they will two ordinances – zoning and a police 

power’s. They can’t do an initiative for zoning, but they can for police power ordinances. 

Someone can do a referendum on a zoning or police power ordinance. 

 

Cowper feels Sylvan has been smart in being patient and letting the courts work some things 

out. He feels they can write the best ordinance, but someone will always challenge it. Cowper 

would like to get the number of communities that had a ballot proposal pass and what the size of 

the community is. He is concerned with other businesses suing the city because they were 

excluded in the zoning district when it is allowed across the street. Also, the business that 

doesn’t want it next to them because of all the traffic and smells it may bring.  

 

Attorney Schultz responded to Cowper’s comment about being patient. He shared there are now 

cases in the Court of Appeals for recreational marijuana. We’ll learn more about what you are 

allowed to do if we are patient.  

 

Salemi feels they need to make their own ordinance because something is going to be put on 

ballot and pass. Schultz interjected “assuming” it will pass. Cowper isn’t going to rush this. He 

feels this is good conversation and they need to continue it. What is best for the community and 

how do we do that? He would like to do a survey of the residents. Clarke stated there are two 

sides to look at this from, public health, and the business aspect and both need to be considered. 

Zubrzycki is in no rush, and he doesn’t have the mind set to know how residents feel about it; 

not enough to pass or not pass an ordinance.  

 

Martin wanted clarification to know if three council members want to move forward with this. 

He is unsure. Mayor Clarke feels there is. Segal stated she is on the fence if they should do an 

ordinance or not. Zubrzycki is not sure either but is willing to keep discussing it. Cowper would 

like to survey residents first and continue this discussion whether to go forth with an ordinance 

or not to. 

 

  Adjournment 

 

Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to adjourn the study session. 

 

Yes: All 

No: None 
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MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 

 

 

 
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


